
JAN
U

ARY 2020







PLAIN VALUES 4

//  HAVE A HAPPY NEW YEAR!  //
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I made it my mission to learn as much as I could about my 
Amish and Stoltzfus heritage, and... I learned a great deal.

The Stoltzfus Family Heritage

Nic and his father, Elam, standing in front of their ancestors' 
homestead in Lancaster County, Pennsylvania.

It's that time again! Test your knowledge as you try 
to figure out all 33 old dutch words and complete the 
crossword puzzle.

Every advertiser in this issue of Plain Values can be 
found here, along with the page their ad is on.

Unlike other birds, penguin wings are designed for 
flying through water, not air, as it escapes predators 
and hunts for krill and other seafood.

Do you ever wonder what lies ahead? Have you ever 
chosen a single word that will be your goal for the 
new year?

Every month we provide a listing of opportunities to 
help out those in need. Pray for them, and support 
them financially if you feel led to do so.
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As always, may you find joy in the simple things.
I usually end my notes with that phrase, but 

today I find it appropriate to begin with it. As you’ve 
probably already noticed, this issue of Just Plain 
Values looks a bit different than what you’ve been 
accustomed to.

Listening to the phrase I always preach, I realized 
the magazine itself could benefit from a little 
simplification. The first issue of Just Plain Values was 
mailed out over six years ago in June of 2013, after the 
adoption of our third child. Since that first issue, I’ve 
heard our magazine called many things by mistake, 
some of my favorites being The Plain Truth, Just 
Plain Fancy, and That Plain Values Magazine. It never 
bothered me that some of our readers had trouble 
remembering the name; I was just glad to hear you 
enjoyed it enough to tell me about it. 

However,  as much as I love hearing all the 
different names, the most common way I’ve heard 
people refer to the magazine is simply, Plain Values.

Recently, this got me to thinking... for a magazine 
that seeks to serve people who value the simple things 

words by: MARLIN MILLER

in life, the title is obviously anything but simple! If 
our readers have trouble remembering the full name 
of the magazine, then why don’t I simplify it to what 
the majority of you refer to it as; Plain Values? So, 
starting with this issue, Just Plain Values will now 
be known as Plain Values. Everything you know and 
love about the magazine will remain the same (the 
stories, the ads, etc....), but it will be presented in an 
updated and simplified package with a name much 
easier to remember.

My hope is that you’ll enjoy the new look of the 
magazine and look forward to the other bit of big news 
we have coming later this year. 2020 is going to be a 
great year, and I can’t thank you enough for allowing 
us to do what we do. //

MESSAGE

PUBLISHER
f rom the
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I first moved to Pennsylvania in the fall of 2018 to become 
caretaker of the Nicholas Stoltzfus Homestead in Reading. I was 
also nearing completion of a coffee-table book I was working on: 
German Lutherans to Pennsylvania Amish: The Stoltzfus Family 
Story. I was unsure about how it would go—although my father 
Elam was born Amish in Lancaster County and grew up there, I 
was a stranger to this region. I had never spent more than two 
weeks in Pennsylvania my whole life and didn’t know much about 
Amish culture and way of life. After all, I was a Floridian who was 
raised on grits and sunshine, not snow and scrapple.

I made it my mission to learn as much as I could about my Amish 
and Stoltzfus heritage, and this past year I learned a great deal.

words by: NIC STOLTZFUS

ROTTLEBEN
LANCASTER

FEATURE STORY                  BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT                  GOD OF WONDERS                  WIDOW'S PATH                  OUR HERITAGE                  GREAT OUTDOORS                  CANINE CORNER
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+

The central figure around whom this project was 
swirling was Nicholas Stoltzfus, the immigrant, and 
my namesake. In many ways, he was the linchpin that 
held together the key concepts of my book; the German 
Lutherans and the Pennsylvania Amish.

Nicholas’ ancestors were of the Lutheran faith, 
and they were deeply committed to it. His great-
grandfather, Johann Adam Steltzfuss, was an ordained 
Lutheran minister, as was his grandfather, Christoph 
Gottlieb Sr. Together, as father and son, they served 
as ministers of a small Lutheran church in Rottleben, 
a village in eastern Germany. This is where Nicholas’ 
roots trace back to: Lutheran and German, as opposed 
to the Swiss Anabaptist heritage of most other Amish 
and Mennonites.

Switzerland is over 400 miles away from where the 
Stoltzfus family originated; how then did they cross 
paths with the Amish?

It was Nicholas’ father, Christoph Gottlieb Jr., 
who left his homeland behind. He was an orphan at a 
young age since his parents both died in their thirties. 
Because of this, he likely had to make his own way 
in the world. Christoph became a wigmaker, a step 
down the social ladder from his forefathers, who 
were ministers in the established Lutheran church. 
At the time, the city of Zweibrücken had an elaborate 
court; perhaps he relocated to provide his services 
to the nobility there. Anabaptists were also living in 
Zweibrücken, having migrated there from Switzerland 
via France. The ruling class had invited them there 
because they were skilled farmers.

Tragically, Christoph Jr. also died young, at 
age twenty-nine. Nicholas was the only child. His 
mother, Catherina Rosina (Bergmann) Stoltzfus, soon 
remarried and had four children with her husband, 
Daniel Bellaire.

Like generations before him, Nicholas was raised a 
Lutheran. He was baptized as an infant, confirmed into 
the church as a teenager, and was even asked to be a 
godfather for an infant girl when she was baptized into 
the local congregation.
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THE CENTRAL FIGURE AROUND WHOM
THIS PROJECT WAS SWIRLING WAS
NICHOLAS STOLTZFUS, THE IMMIGRANT, 
AND MY NAMESAKE.

from German Lutherans to Pennsylvania Amish: The Stoltzfus Family Story
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It seems like Nicholas didn’t have it easy; as a young 
man, he admits that he didn’t expect any inheritance 
from his mother and stepfather. There may have been 
too many mouths to feed; if that was the case, perhaps 
he was the one lost in the shuffle, being the stepson. 
Maybe he sought affection and love outside the home; 
as a teenager, he fathered a child out of wedlock.

Nicholas left home and went to work for farmers 
in France. It was there where Nicholas came into 
contact with Anabaptists, who were the majority of the 
farmers in the area. Nicholas writes, “I became familiar 
with their quiet ways and embraced them as my own…”

This statement shows that these Anabaptists 
provided Nicholas with more than just a job; they also 
gave him love and affection. He was a stranger, and 
they took him in.

As a young man, Nicholas began working for a 
Mennonite farmer closer to home. Christian Bachmann 
managed the Ringweiler farm a few miles outside 
Zweibrücken, and Nicholas married his daughter Anna 
Elisabeth in 1744.
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For two decades, they raised their family in 
Germany but decided to leave for Pennsylvania in 1766. 
Many other Amish and Mennonite families had left 
earlier—lured by the ability to own land, lower taxes, 
and greater religious freedom.

The records show that when the Stoltzfus family 
was in Germany, they were Mennonite. But when they 
came to America, they began to associate with the Amish. 
We don’t know why or under what circumstances they 
made the decision to join with the Amish, but this is the 
faith that the Stoltzfus family chose.

Three of their children married into the Amish 
faith: daughter Anna married Christian Fohrer, 
daughter Barbara married John Schmucker, and son 
Christian married Catherine Gerber.

JOHANN ADAM STELTZFUSS AND HIS 
SON, CHRISTOPH GOTTLIEB, PASTORED 
THIS CHURCH IN ROTTLEBEN.
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When the family had enough money to purchase 
land, Nicholas co-purchased land with his son, 
Christian. (In 1771, they co-purchased land that 
contained the stone house that is today known as 
the Nicholas Stoltzfus Homestead.) This was a way 
for Nicholas to provide for his son and help him get 
started in the world.

His son Christian embraced the values of the Amish 
community: family, faith, and distinctness of belief.

When his father died in 1774, Christian was entitled 
to a double portion of the inheritance. However, he 
declined the double portion and, instead, agreed to 
have it split evenly amongst himself, his three sisters 
(Anna, Barbara, and Magdalena), and his widowed 
mother. Like his father before him, Christian also 
helped out his son John by co-purchasing a farm for 
him in Lancaster County.

Together, Christian and John served as bishop and 
minister of the West Conestoga church district in the 
early 1800s. In 1809, Christian met with other Amish 
church leaders to solidify some of the early rules of 
the church: the document includes articles about 

shunning, simplicity of dress, not serving on juries, and 
not swearing oaths.

Christian Stoltzfus passed away in 1832 at the age 
of eighty-two. When he died, he was survived by thirty-
four grandchildren and thirty-five great-grandchildren. 
This number continued to grow so that, today, Stoltzfus 
is the most common last name amongst the Old Order 
Amish in Lancaster County.

+

This past year I have thought a lot about decisions. 
What if? What if? What if? I think to myself—What if 
Nicholas’ father had remained in Rottleben? What if 
Nicholas had married a Lutheran woman instead of 
the Mennonite farmer’s daughter? What if the Stoltzfus 
family had chosen to remain in Germany or travel to 
Russia instead of going to America? What if Nicholas 
and Anna Elisabeth decided to remain Mennonite 
instead of joining with the Amish?

The decisions of our ancestors continue to impact 
us even today. Likewise, the decisions we make have an 
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impact on future generations. This is why we ponder 
the past and why we read stories of our ancestors—to 
serve as lights as we walk along our journey.

As we look back in time through the lens of history, 
we see glimpses of who our ancestors were. They 
weren’t perfect, but rather clay-footed people as prone 
to stumbling as you or me. And yet I see people who 
were trying, in their own way, in their own time, to live 
a good and godly life.

May the lives of our ancestors illuminate our own 
paths as we continue to strive for the values they 
cherished: to love our neighbor as we love ourselves, 
to take care of our family, and to live out our faith day-
by-day. //

+ + + +

This is the translation of Immigrant Nicholas 
Stoltzfus’ petition to the Duke of Zweibrücken to marry 
Anna Elisabeth Bachmann. He was not allowed to marry 
her because he was Lutheran and she was Mennonite, 
so he had to get permission from the government to 
marry outside his faith. In the petition, Nicholas gives a 
brief account of his life. 

About my petition to the district to marry the 
daughter of the Ringweiler farmer, who is an 
Anabaptist, I have been referred to the Duke’s 
government [to ask] for permission for this reason: 
because my parents do not belong to this religious 
party but rather [that of] my father, Christoffel 
Stollfuss [Christoph Stoltzfuss], who died in 
Saxony, and my mother, the wife of the pond digger 
Belleur [Bellaire], is the Lutheran Religion. 

And after my mother’s return to this land following 
my father’s death, I at times had to serve among 
foreigners living on the farms at and around 
Wissembourg where I stayed for a time and had 
the opportunity and, because they were inhabited 
with no others than Anabaptists, I became familiar 
with their quiet ways and embraced them as my 
own and have retained them until now and went 
to such people at Ringweiler to work for them. 

Yes, and the causes for my decision to marry 
are that I am 25 years old and have nothing [no 
inheritance] to hope for from my parents and 





LEFT: A PHOTO OF THE NICHOLAS STOLTZFUS 
HOMESTEAD FROM THE EARLY 1900s.
TOP: A GROUP OF BOYS PLAYING AT THE WATER PUMP.
BOTTOM: THREE GENERATIONS OF STOLTZFUS 
DESCENDANTS WALKING TOWARDS THE HOMESTEAD.
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through such a marriage expect to succeed in 
my subsistence. Since if my humble request 
is granted, it can only be more of a help to my 
condition than a hindrance, [I request] that the 
marriage be permitted. 

Nicolaus Stoltzfus, Zweibruecken, January 14, 1744.” 

Translation by Rosalind Beiler 

+ + + +

The following is an excerpt from “The History of 
the Nicholas Stoltzfus Homestead,” which is Part II of 
Nic’s book.

On a spring morning in 1997 in Morgantown, Lois 
Ann Mast stood by the door of a burgundy bus 
handing information packets to people boarding 
the bus. The people on the bus, who numbered 
around fifty, were participating on a tour of 
Amish-Mennonite historic sites in Berks County. 
Lois Ann’s husband, Lemar, led the tour along with 
local historian, Paul Kurtz. Like Lemar, Paul had 
a deep knowledge of the history of early Amish-
Mennonites in Berks County. His father, C. J. Kurtz, 
had led some of the earliest tours to historic Amish-

Mennonite homesteads and points of interest in 
Berks County.

After leaving Morgantown, the bus stopped at a 
few sites in Shillington, then went up to see the 
Schmucker Homestead in Wyomissing, across the 
Schuylkill River from Reading. Lemar and Paul led 
the group around the stone house—now managed 
by the Borough of Wyomissing—and pointed out 
the stone plaque noting that John Schmucker 
and Barbara Stoltzfus Schmucker once lived here. 
The group admired the restored stone house and 
neighboring pond, babbling into Wyomissing 
Creek. The scenic park was a favorite among locals, 
who skated on the pond during the winter and 
celebrated Independence Day picnicking on the 
lush summer grass.

From here, the group boarded the bus and 
headed three miles north towards the Nicholas 
Stoltzfus Homestead. As the bus rumbled down 
Tulpehocken Road, the people onboard looked 
out their windows. They were shocked by what 
they saw: a haunted-looking building covered in a 
jungle of vines and weeds.

THEY WERE SHOCKED 
BY WHAT THEY SAW: 
A HAUNTED-LOOKING 
BUILDING COVERED 
IN A JUNGLE OF 
VINES AND WEEDS.

ABOVE: THE HOMESTEAD IN 1994 
RIGHT: THE HOMESTEAD, PRESENT DAY
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People on the 1997 Masthof tour talked about their 
plans to preserve the house with friends and family. 
But they weren’t the only ones working to preserve 
the house. Along a parallel track, members of the 
Pequa Bruderschaft Library—a library founded 
and managed by Old Order Amish historians—had 
also made visits to the homestead and wanted to 
see it preserved, as well.

+

After the Nicholas Stoltzfus Homestead 
Preservation Committee was granted the license to 
restore the homestead, they had a date in mind to 
finish it: fall 2002, in time for the 250th anniversary 
of Berks County. This was an ambitious timetable, 
with less than two years to finish the exterior 
restoration work.

After Jacob Riehl and his crew repointed the 
stones, the Committee turned their attention to 
the windows. The boards over the windows were 
removed, along with the windows themselves, 
which were in bad shape. New window frames 
were installed: Sam D. Stoltzfus donated the wood 
for the frames, and Lemar Mast built the frames 
with help from his father Horace and son Daniel. 
After fitting the frames, Lemar painted them 
tinner’s red, a vibrant hue that complemented the 
freshly-cleaned stone walls.

By July 2002, the house was ready for the finishing 
touch: replacing the roof. The old tin roof and 
rotting wood shingles underneath were removed 
and replaced with old- fashioned cedar shake 
shingles. After the work was done, the volunteers 
stood by in the sweltering summer heat, admiring 
their handiwork.

On October 5, 2002, two tours visited the recently-
restored homestead: the Berks County Conservancy 
with their “250th Anniversary of Berks” tour and 
Masthof’s “Amish-Mennonite Heritage Tour,” again 
led by Lemar Mast and Paul Kurtz. For Lemar and 
Paul, their tour was particularly meaningful. Only 
five years earlier, the house had been in ruins. 
Paul squinted his eyes at the restored house. He 
could almost imagine Nicholas Stoltzfus walking 

PAUL SQUINTED HIS 
EYES AT THE RESTORED 
HOUSE. HE COULD
ALMOST IMAGINE 
NICHOLAS STOLTZFUS 
WALKING THROUGH 
THE FRONT DOOR. 
IF ONLY HIS FATHER 
COULD SEE HOW
GOOD THE HOUSE 
LOOKED TODAY!

Paul and Lemar led the intrepid group through the 
thick brush that covered the property. Plywood 
covered the windows and the tin roof was stained 
with rust. Paul opened the front door to a house 
that had been unoccupied for nearly a decade. 
Their dismay mounted—the paint was peeling off 
the walls, raff dangled from the ceiling, and the air 
smelled dank and musty.

Many in the bus were descendants of Nicholas 
Stoltzfus, and to see the home of their ancestors—
once a clean and happy home where families lived, 
laughed, and worked these very grounds—in such 
a broken-down state was hard to see. Over lunch 
at Roadside America and supper at Conestoga 
Mennonite Church, many conversations centered 
around this homestead and what could be done to 
preserve it.
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through the front door. If only his father could see 
how good the house looked today!

The following February, the Nicholas Stoltzfus 
Homestead Preservation Committee held their 
second annual banquet at Yoder’s Restaurant 
in New Holland. After singing the traditional 
Amish song from the Ausbund, the “Lob Lied” or 
Love Song, nearly fifty people listened to various 
presentations related to the homestead and the 
Stoltzfus family. Jack Parmer shared his findings 
about the architecture of the house; Chris P. 
Stoltzfus shared about his trip to Germany to 
find out more about the Stoltzfus ancestry 
there; and Sam S. Stoltzfus shared his poem “Der 
Tulpehocken Zu Der Stoltzfus Haus”, as told from 
the perspective of the Tulpehocken Creek.

Sam ended his poem with these final three stanzas:

Soon briars and weeds take over,
O my, I fear for the house. 
Then I hear Leader Homes,
and there’s building next door.
Next I see broad brimmed hats,
poking through the house.
Up goes a sign, Pequea Bruderschaft Library,
then there’s more.

The Stoltzfuses have been with broom and shovel. 
Windows are fixed, walls repaired,
a pump in the well. 
The old stone house suddenly has a new spirit.
The clean’in and fix’in did more
than words can tell.

O what fun to flow by the happy house now.
Seems the birds sing more,
wild flowers in full array.
I hear Tri-County Heritage Society,
the preservation committee. 
 I’ll say thanks again, surely the house will stay.

To visit the restored Homestead, schedule a 
tour with the caretaker by calling 484-878-2916. The 
Homestead is also open the first Saturday of May, the 
date of the annual benefit auction.
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It all began with the family of a fourth-generation farmer and 
their church. Dan and Jennifer Lane hope that the revolution they’ve 
begun in central Ohio will reach and affect you and your family.

The Lanes manage 2,000 acres of farmland spread over 26 farms 
in Delaware County, Ohio. Their own family values and desire for 
healthy, nutritious foods sent them down a path of searching for the 
best fertilizer for their fields and gardens. Their goal was to pursue a 
healthier lifestyle by increasing the nutrition of the crops they grew. 

Commercially produced fertilizers fell short of Dan’s ideal. 
He wanted a fertilizer with all the necessary micronutrients, 
secondary nutrients, and minerals; with no fillers, pesticides, or 
GMO ingredients; and with a slow release. But he could not find 
such a fertilizer on the market, so he set out on the mission of 
creating it himself. 

The Lanes began mixing and testing naturally-mined 
nutrients—including minerals taken from ocean deposits—and 
beneficial probiotics. They strove to rebuild the soil, incorporating 
everything plants needed to, in turn, provide more nutrition to 

FEATURE STORY                  BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT                  GOD OF WONDERS                  WIDOW'S PATH                  OUR HERITAGE                  GREAT OUTDOORS                  CANINE CORNER

HyR BRIX®

a revolution in growing
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either the person or the animal eating the plant. As Dan 
likes to say: “If it’s not in the soil, it’s not in the plant!” 

Mixing the natural elements and striving to get the 
soil fertility just right, they began to see results. Plants 
in their test plots were not only healthier, more stress-
resistant, and producing more and lasting longer, but 
their vegetables also were bigger and tasted better! The 
°BRIX value—a standard measurement of nutritional 
value—of their plants shot upward.

Soon after, Dan began winning awards for his 
soybean crops! Their farms were producing better plants 
and larger harvests than neighboring farms. And the 
people of their church began to come to him for advice: 
“What can I do about this problem in my garden? What 
kind of fertilizer should I use on my tomatoes? How can 
I prevent this blight?”

So the Lanes began to mix custom blends for 
their friends at church. And from that beginning, HyR 
BRIX® became a fertilizer now available to the public. 
They offer a variety of products such as Vegetable, 
Fruit & Berry, Sweet Corn, Organic Vegetable, Tomato, 
Pasture, Organic Pasture, Lawn, and Buck Stampede, a 
food plot fertilizer.

This is good news for everyone concerned about the 
proliferation of GMO (genetically modified organisms) 
products on the grocery-store shelves, for everyone 
seeking to provide more nourishing food for their 
families, for gardeners who are puzzled about the best 
fertilizer to use, for growers of livestock, and even for 
hunters who maintain food plots. Used on pasture 

or forage, HyR BRIX® optimizes growth, quality, and 
nutritional intake to grazing animals. Healthier animals 
result in healthier offspring.  

Besides adding nutritional value to the soil and 
thus to plants and animals, HyR BRIX® promotes a 
plant’s resistance to disease and insects. It extends 
the plant’s growing season, increases the yield, and 
improves the taste of the food as well. It also works 
wonders on flowerbeds and planters. (But it is not for 
use on houseplants or to start seeds.)

HyR BRIX® is safe and simple to use. A dry, granular 
product, it can be scattered on the soil at any time and 
applied only once a season. With slow-release properties, 
it will be adding nutrients to the soil all season long. A 

THE MISSION
OF HYR BRIX® IS 
TO REVOLUTIONIZE 
WHAT YOU GROW 
FOR IMPROVED 
HEALTH.
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new, all-purpose liquid fertilizer is now available! While 
the dry fertilizers are perfect for the busy gardener, the 
liquid fertilizer is great for those looking for next-level 
health and yield from their garden.  

The mission of HyR BRIX® is to revolutionize how 
you grow for improved health. The Lanes’ family values 
guide their choices. Dan is a firm believer that you do 
not have to sacrifice quality for quantity, and a majority 
of their farms are produced with strict non-GMO 
practices. Their desire is to keep the fertilizer company 
small so that they can also keep prices as low as possible, 
and they’ve decided to stay out of the big box stores and, 
instead, work with smaller garden and seed retailers. 

A list of over 400 stores that carry the product 

throughout the Midwest can be found on www.hyrbrix.
com. The website is full of information and a variety of 
products. You may also call 855.497.2749 (855-HYR-BRIX) to 
request a free catalog or assistance in finding a store near 
you. The company can be contacted by mail at HyR BRIX 
Fertilizer, 2287 Berlin Station Road, Delaware, OH 43015. 

HyR BRIX® invites you to join them in revolutionizing 
what you grow, eating more nutritious food, and living a 
healthier lifestyle! //

Alicia Rittenhouse
HyR BRIX® Fertilizer

855-497-2749
alicia@hyrbrix.com
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PENGUINS
PERPLEXING AND PROFICIENT!
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January 20 is Penguin Awareness Day. The penguin is a 
common favorite among both children and adults, bird lovers, and 
cartoonists. Here are some fun facts about a fun bird on Penguin 
Awareness Day:

1 // They're an Evolutionary "Mystery"
Penguins are one of the most mysterious bird species to 

evolutionary biologists. What other bird was built specifically for—
not flying—but deep-sea swimming? Unlike other birds, penguin 
wings are designed for flying through water, not air, as it escapes 
predators and hunts for krill and other seafood.

Evolutionists have a hard time explaining such a creature, 
especially since there is no agreed-upon ancestor. “Due to the 
incomplete fossil records, the precise  evolution  of penguins is 
not yet understood,” said evolutionist Fusae Kudo.1  They ponder 
whether penguins descended from flying birds or if their ancestors 
were already non-flyers—and why would a flying bird lose the 
ability to fly only to gain the ability to swim? 2

from: ANSWERS IN GENESIS
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Hemisphere around the shores of Australia, New 
Zealand, South Africa, and South America. Only the 
emperor and the adélie nest exclusively on Antarctica. 
The Galapagos penguin, which nests in the Galapagos 
Islands, is the only penguin to live as high as the 
equator. Evolutionists don’t even have a consensus 
on why penguins are restricted to the southern 
hemisphere.4,5

4 // Penguins Could Take Home an Olympic Gold
Most penguin species swim four to seven miles 

per hour. That doesn’t sound all that fast until you 
consider that most Olympian swimmers average about 
five miles per hour. Michael Phelps hit his top speed 
at six miles per hour in 2010. However, the winning 
swimmer is the Gentoo penguin, which can swim up to 
22 miles per hour!

Penguin wings are substantially flattened 
compared to their flying counterparts. This makes 
the wings incapable of supporting the bird in the 
air but perfect for navigating dense water. Because 
the  oldest penguin fossil  is very similar to modern 
penguins, evolutionists conclude that penguins must 
have evolved fairly early in the evolutionary timeline. 
A far more reasonable assumption would be that God 
created penguins to function just as they do in today’s 
world, as their own created kind.3

2 // Their Fashion Is Functional Too
Penguins’ tuxedo bodies made them perfect comic 

choices for the famous cartoon scene in Disney’s 
1964  Mary Poppins. They waddle out like top-notch 
British waiters eager to serve cakes and tea. But those 
fancy feathers have several functions; Aside from 
helping the birds with insulation, their sleek black 
backs and white bellies also help them camouflage as 
they soar through the water so that their predators—
mostly seals—might not see them.

3 // Penguins Don’t Only Live in the Antarctic
Though most people associate them with 

Antarctica, most penguins populate the Southern 
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5 // Some Penguin Species Are Endangered
One reason for Penguin Awareness Day is to draw 

attention to penguin endangerment. Some of the most 
endangered species are New Zealand’s yellow-eyed and 
erect-crested penguins and the Galapagos penguins.6

Since their discovery by 15th century explorers, 
scientists have named up to 32 extinct penguin species 
and roughly 17 to 20 living species. Sadly, because God 
cursed the earth for our sin, we can expect death and 
suffering for both humans and animals. While we must 
follow God’s command to steward the earth (Genesis 
1:26–30), we should also expect changes and losses as 
a result of the fall of man, remembering that God is 
sovereign over his creation.

6 // Evidence of God’s Creativity and Pleasure
There’s no more mystery to our modern-day 

penguins than there is to any other bird we see. God 
created penguins on Day 5 of creation week when he 
created birds of the air and fish of the sea. Penguins 
show God’s creativity and diversity in design. He created 
them with a large gene pool to diversify and the ability 
to adapt to new environments following the flood.

God delights in his creation and called all of it “good” 
in the beginning. We can still delight in his handiwork 
today and enjoy his fun, flightless penguins! //

 

ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. THIS ARTICLE IS REPRINTED HERE BY PERMISSION 
OF ANSWERS IN GENESIS. (ANSWERS® AND ANSWERS IN GENESIS® 
ARE REGISTERED TRADEMARKS OF ANSWERS IN GENESIS, INC.) FOR 
MORE INFORMATION REGARDING ANSWERS IN GENESIS, GO TO WWW.
ANSWERSINGENESIS.ORG, WWW.CREATIONMUSEUM.ORG AND WWW.
ARKENCOUNTER.COM.
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YEAR
WORD

It’s the beginning of a brand new year. Do you ever wonder 
what lies ahead? Have you ever chosen a single word that will be 
your goal for the new year?  

I’m not one to hear “a word from the Lord,” but last year at 
this time, I had the impression that Tom and I would be going into 
a year of transition. Offhandedly, I told him that our word of the 
year was transition.

Transition is that part of childbirth also known as “hard labor.” 
But I am happily past that part of my life, so no hard labor for 
me, right? The word usually just means change. It seemed like a 
reasonable word for the year because we planned to switch our 
membership to another church. That wasn’t an easy decision; I’d 
leave my job at the church’s school, too. I loved my job, but it was 
the right time to leave. The hard labor of transition seemed like an 
appropriate term for our change, but I didn’t give it much thought. 

However, a few months later, Tom reminded me of our word of 
the year and said it might be more than I’d thought. Within days, 
he was without a job.

It was the perfect storm. We were between churches, and now 
we were both between jobs. We put our house up for sale. It was 

words by: FERREE HARDY

of the
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time to down-size; we didn’t need extra bedrooms, playrooms, or workshops. And what about my 
chickens—Natalie, Emily, and Marti? They were the first things to go, along with their sweet little 
chicken coop. (To a 4-H boy, not the stew pot!)

There’s much more to this story, but on top of it all, my dad died. My mother had passed away 
sixteen months earlier, but it was when my dad died that the loss of them both really sunk in. I’d 
been wrapped up in trying to help Dad deal with his grief, and then saw him come out of his shell 
and start relating to us kids on a whole new level as a sweet, godly man and a very good friend. But 
now my parents were both gone. Their apartment was emptied and rented to someone new; I could 
never return. There was no longer a phone number to dial, and no more birthdays or anniversaries to 
celebrate with them. Their earthly lives are my memories, some tombstones in a snowy cemetery in 
Wisconsin, and what feels like a dark, weighty stone in my life.   

God could have given me the words Unemployment or Death to prepare me for what 2019 held. 
But have you noticed He never gives us words that don’t embody hope? Transition is the last phase of 
childbirth, so I must ask myself, “What is God up to? What new creation is coming into my life now?” 

My year of transition cannot compare to the sorrow of widowhood—that still stands as the 
hardest time of my life, but God does not change. He consistently and faithfully offers hope in 
the very deepest of losses and darkest of days. This is a truth that I’ve been fighting very hard to 
understand and apply. 

I can’t tell you all I’ve been going through, but one day when I was at one of the lowest and 
loneliest points of all, I cried out to the Lord to please encourage me and let me know I wasn’t alone. 
Eventually, I dried my eyes and wiped my nose. I got up from the floor, ready to get on with my day. 
Then I checked my email, and like a hug from above, there was a note from a stranger.    

...GOD DOES NOT CHANGE.
HE CONSISTENTLY AND
FAITHFULLY OFFERS HOPE IN
THE VERY DEEPEST OF LOSSES
AND DARKEST OF DAYS.
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“Hello, my name is Joyce Miller, and I got your 
email from Just Plain Values. I am part of a group 
called Broken Restoration, a support group for widows 
and divorced ladies. We are wondering if you would 
consider coming to Ohio for Valentine’s Day for a 
seminar?”

Oh my! I was so surprised! Of course, I wanted to 
go, but really, there was no way I could. Ohio? In winter? 
Ice? Snow? Driving all that way? I asked Joyce to give 
me a few weeks to see if my life might settle down a bit. 
After a few weeks, it did not, so I told her, “I’m sorry, I 
can’t.” But in my journal, I wrote, “It’s impossible, but I 
really think God wants me to do it.” 

Joyce graciously let me know she was disappointed, 
but she understood. And then about two weeks later 
she asked me again. 

So I will be in Ohio. In February. In the snow, and 
the cold, and the winter coat that I did not let go of 
when we were downsizing. 

I’ll share about the words I did not let go of, either: 
words from the Bible like truth, grace, kindness, rest, 
honesty, love, mercy, and, most of all, hope, for when 
life transitions in some hard and unwanted ways. 
Would you like to come? I’d love to meet you. Start 
watching for registration details; Saturday, February 
15, at Fairlawn Mennonite Church in Apple Creek, 
Ohio, Lord willing. //

Until next month,

ferree l

To learn more about widowhood, order a copy 
of Postcards from the Widows’ Path – Gleaning 
Hope and Purpose from the Book of Ruth, by 
Ferree Bowman Hardy. It’s a gentle, biblical 
guide for widows that has many saying, “This 
is the best I’ve ever read!” Please mail a check 
for $14.99/copy (paperback, 248 pgs.), along 
with your address to: Ferree Hardy, P.O. Box 
5024, Florence, SC 29502. Allow 2 – 3 weeks for 
delivery. Free shipping for all JPV readers! www.
WidowsChristianPlace.com
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Heinz Gaugel, the man who 
painted the mural at Behalt, did 
much of his research in the Martyr’s 
Mirror. In his reading, he came across 
an account that he felt deserved a 
prominent place on the canvas and 
in the story of our people. In fact, he 
requested that this story be one that 
we never leave out when people take 
a tour of the Mural. It is the story of 
Dirk Willems, an Anabaptist from 
Holland. 

We know little of Dirk except for 
the one act in which he supremely 
exemplified how practically one 
can love their enemy. Dirk was 
arrested and imprisoned for his 
beliefs in the prison of the Dutch 

LOVING  OUR
ENEMIES

words by: MARCUS A. YODER



PLAIN VALUES 50

WHILE DIRK WAS HUMAN, WITH ALL THE PROBLEMS OF 
HUMANITY, HIS ONE ACT OF LOVE EXEMPLIFIES VERY WELL 
CHRIST’S WORDS TO US FROM LUKE 6:27: “LOVE YOUR
ENEMIES AND DO GOOD TO THOSE WHO MISUSE YOU.”
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village of Asperen in 1569. He managed to escape 
and was fleeing to where his wife and children 
were in hiding. He was seen by some Taufer Jauger 
(Anabaptist bounty-hunters) and pursued. Rather 
than leading his pursuers to his family, he fled across 
the open countryside. He crossed a river on ice that 
was precarious but held under his weight. He was a 
short, thin man who had suffered hunger while in 
prison. His pursuers, however, were heavier, and one 
of them broke through the ice. 

Hearing the cries for help from his enemy, Dirk 
turned back and helped the man to safety, but in so 

doing, he was captured and held until soldiers arrived. 
They arrested and chained Dirk and returned him to 
a more secure cell in the church bell tower. Dirk was 
condemned to death and burned at the stake on May 
16, 1569. 

While Dirk was human, with all the problems 
of humanity, his one act of love exemplifies very 
well Christ’s words to us from Luke 6:27: “Love your 
enemies and do good to those who misuse you.” While 
we know little about Dirk’s theology or of his life prior 
to this one tragic day, we do know he was willing to 
live what Christ taught in a practical way that cost 

THE CHURCH TOWER
IN MODERN-DAY
ASPEREN, NETHERLANDS.
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him his life. One wonders what emotions and feelings 
were present when word was received by his wife and 
children of the ultimate price that Dirk paid for being 
loving and kind. 

In our world today, we may never have the 
opportunity to save the life of our pursuers and enemies, 
but every one of us has the opportunity to be kind and 
loving to those who mistreat us. Mistreatment may not 
be physical torture and death; rather, it is more often 
gossip, slander, or hurtful words and deeds. What will we 
do in such a situation? Will we “return” and offer them a 
hand, or will they die in the icy river of their own making? 

If you would like to learn more about Dirk Willems 
or purchase a copy of the Martyr’s Mirror or the picture 
of Dirk reaching out his hand in love, please call or visit 
the Amish & Mennonite Heritage Center. 

We offer guided tours of "Behalt" - a 10 ft. x 265 ft. 
Cyclorama oil-on-canvas painting that illustrates the 
heritage of the Amish and Mennonite people from their 
Anabaptist beginnings in Zurich, Switzerland, to the 
present day. Behalt means “to keep” or “remember.” We 
are open Mon-Sat, 9:00-5:00, and are located near Berlin; 
you can find us at 5798 County Road 77, Millersburg, OH 
44654. Please call (330) 893-3192 for more information or 
to schedule a day or evening group tour. //

MARCUS A. YODER IS THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF THE AMISH & 
MENNONITE HERITAGE CENTER AND THE OHIO AMISH LIBRARY. HE IS 
ALSO THE AUTHOR OF CATHEDRALS, CASTLES, & CAVES: THE ORIGINS OF THE 
ANABAPTIST FAITH.
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D R I V I N G
M E

C R A Z Y

Forrest Gump famously said, “Life is like a box of chocolates. 
You never know what you’re gonna get.” The same could be said 
about buying a cheap, well-used Jeep from the post office. 

Shortly after arriving in Alaska, Rob and I realized we were 
going to need to buy a second vehicle. Our other one was white, 
and I kept losing it in the snow. So I set about the business of car 
shopping. It was summer at the time, but I knew winter would be 
fast approaching, so I looked for something that could handle the 
snow and the mountains where we lived.

I made an exhaustive search for a new car, which in man-
speak means I bought the first vehicle I saw. The post office 
in Anchorage was selling used Jeeps for $2000 apiece—not a 
bad deal—but the catch was that you couldn’t test-drive them. 
You had to pick one out blindly and hope and pray that it held 
together without duct tape. 

words by: TORRY MARTIN & DOUG PETERSON
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I wound up with a 1982 CJ8 Jeep, and through the 
summer it drove great, although I had to get used to 
driving on the wrong side. Post office Jeeps always have 
the steering wheel on the right side—the passenger 
seat in a normal car. 

When the first snow arrived with winter, I 
discovered the Jeep’s many limitations. The heater 
didn’t work, the defroster was faulty, and the Jeep had 
removable doors, so it wasn’t airtight—although why 
the post office would want removable doors on their 
Jeeps in an arctic climate is beyond me. What were they 

...I RISKED DRIVING ON 
THE SLICK ROADS TO THE 
WALMART IN ANCHORAGE 
JUST SO I COULD TALK 
TO ONE OF THE PEOPLE 
GREETERS. I WAS THAT 
DESPERATE FOR HUMAN 
CONTACT. 
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thinking? “It’s freezing in here, but I still have feeling in 

my toes. Let’s get rid of the doors and fully commit!”

So this was the vehicle I was soon driving around 

Alaska in freezing temperatures and on snow-packed 

roads. As Forrest said, you never know what you’re 

gonna get, and metaphorically speaking, I had bitten 

into the most awful piece of chocolate in the box. 

The only one who seemed satisfied with the Jeep 

in spite of its many flaws was Sam. I suspect this was 

largely because he liked to sit completely upright in 

what appeared to be the driver’s seat, and he reveled 

in the looks of envy from other dogs as he appeared to 

drive by. 

The defroster was on the blink, so I kept an ice 

scraper in the front seat. As I drove, I kept one hand 

on the steering wheel while I scraped the inside of the 

windshield. I would even lean over and clean Sam’s side 

of the windshield because he too needed a clear view 

of the road, just in case he had to take the wheel in a 

pinch. (Sam would probably have been a better driver 

anyway.) I also kept a second ice scraper on hand. This 

one had a long handle that allowed me to open the 

window and reach out and scrape the outside of my 

windshield as I drove. While I was at it, I would use the 

scraper to whack the windshield wiper, which regularly 

froze in place.

The scary part was that I was a dubious driver 

even when I wasn’t trying to scrape windows and steer 

at the same time. Ask Rob about my driving habits, and 

he’ll probably mention the snowy day when I risked 

driving on the slick roads to the Walmart in Anchorage 

just so I could talk to one of the people greeters. I was 

that desperate for human contact. 

I was about four miles down the road when I hit a 

patch of ice and lost control of the Jeep. Suddenly, I felt 

as if I were in the teacup ride at Disney World, spinning 

around and around and around and trying to turn into 

the spin, as they always say. When I slid off the road 

and into a snowbank, I had no choice but to call Rob 

at work.
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“What was so important to get at Walmart that you 

had to drive out in the snow?” he said. “Whatever you 

needed I could have picked up on the way home.”

“That might have been awkward. I needed a people 

greeter.”

“What?”

“I need human contact with someone who didn’t 

snap at me every time we talked—or say ‘whatever’ 

every other sentence.”

“Whatever.”

“The people greeter has to talk me,” I explained. 

“It’s his job. Besides, it’s like free therapy. You should 

try it.”

“A few more years with you and I’m sure I’ll need 

counseling.”

So Rob left work and drove out to rescue me, 

hooking the tow strap to his truck and pulling me back 

onto the road. 

“Follow me into Anchorage, and I’ll make sure you 

get there,” Rob said with a scowl. 

So I drove as carefully as possible, keeping my eyes 

focused on the back of Rob’s truck. The road was snow-

covered and slick, but I was doing fine… until I reached 

the Rabbit Creek overpass. I didn’t realize at the time 

just how dangerous an icy overpass can be. Because 

an overpass doesn’t have the ground beneath it—only 

air—it loses heat rapidly and freezes easily. 

I learned this lesson the hard way when I reached 

the overpass. Suddenly, my Jeep was sliding sideways 

down the road, and I’m like, “Wooooaaaaahhhhh!”

I made it across the overpass, but on the other side, 

I ended up in a ditch once again.

Even worse, Rob hadn’t been checking his rearview 

mirror regularly, and he was long gone. So I called him 

on my cell phone.

“Are you still behind me?” he asked.

“Technically, yes.”

“What do you mean ‘technically’?”

“Well, I’m behind you, but I’m in a ditch… again.”

Rob was becoming technically ticked. But he 
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wheeled around, drove back, hooked up the tow strap, 

and hauled me out of the ditch for a second time. 

When we finally reached Walmart, safe and sound, 

he told me, “You better plan on spending all day with 

that greeter because I’m not going to tow you again. 

I’ll stop by Walmart after work and follow you home.”

“Fine,” I said. “Five hours at Walmart. I can do that.”

But five hours in a single store wasn’t as easy as 

I thought, especially since the greeter turned out to 

be rather unsociable. He was friendly for a couple of 

minutes, and then I think he began to suspect I was 

trying to take his job. //

//  TO BE CONTINUED

TAKEN FROM: OF MOOSE AND MEN. COPYRIGHT © 2016 BY TORRY MARTIN 

AND DOUG PETERSON. PUBLISHED BY HARVEST HOUSE PUBLISHERS, 

EUGENE, OREGON. WWW.HARVESTHOUSEPUBLISHERS.COM. USED BY 

PERMISSION.

HE WAS 
FRIENDLY FOR 
A COUPLE OF 
MINUTES, AND 
THEN I THINK 
HE BEGAN TO 
SUSPECT I 
WAS TRYING 
TO TAKE HIS 
JOB.
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VACCINES
T H E  C A N I N E  C O R N E R

P A R T  O N E

This article is Part One of a two-part series on vaccines in dogs and puppies. 
I am not going to cover which types of vaccines and the schedule I recommend; 
everyone has their own ideas on that subject. Instead, I want to cover some of 
the basics of why we use vaccines, the types of vaccines you can give, and some 
reasons why a vaccine might not be effective. 

Vaccination can be described as the controlled introduction of an organism 
into an animal's body to generate an immune response. The goal is to enable the 
animal’s immune system to respond quickly if the animal has any exposure to 
that disease-causing organism for which you previously vaccinated. There are 
three types of vaccines: killed, modified live, and recombinant. 

Killed vaccines are made by taking the disease-causing organism and killing 
it, usually with heat or chemicals. This destroys the ability of the organism to 

words by puppy expert: DR. THERESA HOXWORTH
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reproduce but keeps it intact so the immune 
system can recognize it and begin developing 
immunity to it. Killed vaccines cannot cause 
an animal to get the disease, but usually have a 
shorter length of immunity than the other types 
of vaccines. 

In a modified live vaccine, the disease-causing 
organism is changed or modified so that it cannot 
produce disease in an animal but is capable of 
reproducing inside the animal. These types of 
vaccines produce a longer-lasting and stronger 
immune response. You can—usually—vaccinate 
less frequently with these vaccines. 

Recombinant vaccines consist of just a piece of 
the disease-causing organism—the important part 
that the body needs to see in order to recognize the 
disease. It is not possible for this partial organism to 
reproduce or cause disease in the animal. Response 
to these vaccines varies depending on the organism 
against which you are vaccinating.

When a puppy is born, it has very few 
antibodies, which are supplied to the puppy by the 
nursing colostrum (the first milk from the mother). 
These antibodies are absorbed for only about 
twenty-four hours after birth. It is important to 
ensure that the dam has a high antibody titer 
(the level of antibodies in the blood) at the time 
of whelping to provide lots of antibodies to the 
pups. It is generally recommended to vaccinate 
the female in the few months before breeding, 
up until just before breeding. This will allow the 
female to, hopefully, have a high antibody titer 
when it is most important for the pups. It is not 
recommended to vaccinate pregnant females.

The antibodies that a puppy receives from its 
mother will help it fight off disease for the first 
few weeks of life. Although puppies need these 
antibodies to protect them from disease, they can 
also interfere with vaccinations we may give them. 
The antibodies the puppy has received from the 



JANUARY 202067

female can actually attack the agent used for the 
vaccine and destroy it before the immune system 
of the puppy has a chance to respond. Each 
puppy may respond to vaccines at different times, 
depending on when the maternal antibodies start 
to decline, and that is why we recommend giving a 
series of puppy vaccines.

There are many reasons why vaccine failure 
may occur. Some animals may have a genetic 
predisposition to vaccine failure and are unable 
to generate an immune response to a vaccine. 
Some animals do not respond to vaccines as 
well as others. In rare situations, the organism 
given in a killed or modified live vaccine can 
actually change or mutate after the vaccine has 
been given to the animal and then start to cause 
disease. If you are administering the vaccines 
to your dogs, it is essential that you understand 
the proper storage and handling of the vaccines. 
Carefully read the instructions on the particular 

SOME
ANIMALS
DO NOT
RESPOND
TO VACCINES
AS WELL
AS OTHERS.
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GIVING THE
VACCINES
INCORRECTLY
CAN CAUSE THE 
VACCINE NOT TO 
WORK AND COULD 
ALSO CAUSE
THE ANIMAL
TO BECOME
VERY SICK.

vaccine you are using, and ensure that it is kept 
at a controlled temperature. 

Make sure you give the correct dosage to each 
animal. Using too small of a dose can fail to cause 
an immune response in some animals. Along with 
knowing the dosage, make sure you understand 
how to administer the vaccine. Some vaccines are 
given to dogs under the skin, up the nose, or in the 
mouth. Giving the vaccines incorrectly can cause 
the vaccine not to work and could also cause the 
animal to become very sick. 

Check the label on the specific product you 
are using for the age recommendation to make 
sure it is safe and will be as effective as possible. 
Also, check the label to see when or if a booster 
vaccine is recommended.

Vaccines are an important part of the health 
and wellbeing of your dogs and puppies. I hope that 
this article has helped you to better understand 
some basic information about vaccines. //

DR. TERESA HOXWORTH CAN BE REACHED AT DANVILLE 
VETERINARY CLINIC, 740-599-5991,  IF YOU HAVE QUESTIONS OR 
TO SUGGEST FUTURE TOPICS.
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FUNDS BENEFITSand

A fund has been set up for Elam and Annie Lapp. Their daughter Rose Laura was born with severe combined 
immune disorder on July 18, 2019. She had a bone marrow transplant at six weeks old. They had a lengthy hospital stay, 
plus an extended stay at Ronald McDonald house. Make checks payable to Elam Lapp Benefit Account, Fulton Bank, 
PO Box 283, Myerstown, PA 17067, or drop off at any Fulton Bank. Your prayers and support are greatly appreciated.

Mel has been diagnosed with kidney cancer. A fund has been established to help pay for his medical expenses, 
which include dialysis treatments three times a week. Please send all donations to Middlefield Bank, C/O Mel 
Miller Benefit Fund, P.O. Box 35, Middlefield, Ohio 44062

A fund has been set up for the Allen and Wilma Wengerd family. On November 2, they were blessed with a 
baby boy, Kody Allen, 11.7” long and weighing 23.4 oz. He will have a lengthy hospital stay, and expenses are high. 
All donations are appreciated. Make checks payable to Winesburg Northeast Church, Commercial Savings Bank, 
2225 US Route 62, PO Box 51, Winesburg, OH 44690. (Memo: Allen Wengerd Fund)

A fund has been set up for Anna, age 23. She has been to multiple places because of mental illnesses and is 
currently residing at Heritage Home. She also has multiple hospital bills and not much income. Any help would 
be appreciated. Make donations payable to Anna Schwartz Benefit Fund, Bank of Monticello, Canton Branch, PO 
Box 250, Canton, MO 63435-0250. Thanks in advance.

A fund has been set up for Arlen and Wanda Mullet. Arlen, age 31, fell at home and fractured several vertebrae 
in his neck. He is currently paralyzed from his chest down. They are facing large medical and rehab expenses. 
They have 2 children ages 1 and 6. Thank you for your prayers and support. Make checks payable to Mt. Hope 
Charities, Inc. Attn: Fairview West Church, Po Box 19, Mt. Hope, OH 44660.

We would like to thank everyone who contributed to the Lori Lambright Fund. May God bless each one of 
you for sharing. – Lavern & Rosetta Lambright and Family

//   ELAM RAY AND ANNIE LAPP FUND

//   MEL AND MARY MILLER FUND

//   ALLEN AND WILMA WENGERD FUND

//   ANNA SCHWARTZ BENEFIT FUND

//   ARLEN AND WANDA MULLET FUND

//   THANK YOU
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ACROSS   1 | Mountain      3 | Greet      5 | Bin      7 | Magazine      8 | Branch      9 | Chimney      10 | Ambitous      12 | Clouds      15 | Earthquake      16 | Both      19 | Powder
21 | Stories      23 | Floor      24 | Remind      25 | Narrow      29 | Secret      31 | Lucky      32 | Shelf      33 | Heel

/     P L E AS E  N OT E     /
If you are conducting a fundraiser to assist with medical or hardship expenses, please let us know and we will be happy to feature it for one month at no cost.

Funds must be payable to a bank, church, or charitable organization.
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/     P L E AS E  N OT E     /
When contacting our advertisers, please mention that you saw their ads in Plain Values magazine.
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